STUDIOCUR/ART

APEAL / BEMA / ZOUKAK PROGRAMMING

Following the success of APEAL’s two community
outreach projects this year, the Ras Masqa Artists in
Residence (RMAR) and Works on Paper, Studiocur/
art invited APEAL to lead a community outreach
program in parallel to The Silent Echo, an exhibition
exploring notions of history and archaeology that
will be curated and organized by Studiocur/art in
Baalbek’s Archeological Museum and site from
September 17 to October 17, 2016. The exhibition
curated by Karina El Helou, features works by
Ziad Antar, Danica Dakic, Laurent Grasso, Susan
Hiller, Theo Mercier, Marwan Rechmaoui, Ai
Wei Wei, Paola Yaoub, and Cynthia Zaven. As
an active partner in the exhibition, APEAL will
spearhead programs tailored to engage with the
local community in Baalbeck.

APEAL and BeMA have commissioned Zoukak,
a Lebanese theatre company and cultural
organization, to prepare and implement a
participatory theatre workshop centered on issues
of heritage, history and identity. Conceived to
engage with elders within the Baalbek community,
the program aims to raise awareness of the cultural
importance and rich heritage of this historical
region. The interactive narrative project envisions
creating a cross-generational dialogue within
the local community. The collaboration falls in
line with APEAL and BeMA’s mission to render
contemporary art accessible to diverse communities
across Lebanon and to support local nonprofit art
organizations. BeMA, APEAL, and Zoukak are
committed to the principle that contemporary art,
including theater, is an important avenue through
which to reshape the relation between the local
communities and public cultural spaces.

The program trainers, along with the participants,
will look into the artistic and cultural heritage of
the city of the sun in relation to its contemporary
social and cultural reality, from its antique history,
its local popular dance and poetry traditions to the
famous Baalbek festival.

Focusing on acting and improvisation exercises,
the workshop will encourage participants to refine
and hone their story building and telling techniques
as well as other skills required for the creation and
production of a theatre performance. The project
will end with a public performance for spectators
from the region and beyond to enjoy.

The workshop will be led by Hashem Adnan and
Christelle Khodr, and will consist of 7 working
sessions, 6 hours each, at the Palmyra hotel, Baalbek,
on6,7,8,12,13,14, and 15 October. It will end with a
theatre performance open to the public on the 15" of
October at the Bacchus temple in Baalbek.

APEAL will fully document the community
outreach program in Baalbek through filming
of the workshops and final performance. Roy
Dib, award winning Lebanese filmmaker (Teddy
Award 2014), will create a short documentary to
serve as a permanent trace of a project based on
ephemeral sessions. The film will complement the
theater workshops and performance in terms of
artistic expression, with the tight links between
film and theater.

ABOUT BEIRUT MUSEUM OF ART (BEMA)

BeMA is a new museum set to launch in Beirut
in 2020. A new cultural hub highlighting modern
and contemporary art from Lebanon and from
the region, the museum will promote Lebanese
/ Lebanese Diaspora artists, engage with diverse
communities, and host cultural and educational
programs, in the service of building a committed
civil society. The museum’s collection will include
modern and contemporary works from a wide range
of artists, bringing together diverse populations
and narratives and creating opportunities for the
production of new artistic work. BeMA will promote
Lebanese / Lebanese Diaspora artists and provide
key regional platform and be internationally
engaged. The museum will foster conversation, in
connection with cultural organizations and partners
across the region and globally.



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

BeMA sees its community as an active and
instrumental partner in stimulating social
interaction and boosting a culture of creativity. It
will be a space dedicated to representing Lebanon’s
rich history and extending shared cultural memory.
Adults and children from all backgrounds will be
invited to participate in the museum’s programs
and activities.

Through previously launched initiatives (like the
Ras Masqa Artists in Residency and Works on Paper)
as well as future ones, our mission is to make art
more accessible before the museum opens by
collaborating with communities, government and
institutions. By adopting a cultural policy based on
decentralization, we aim to spread an awareness
of the arts outside of Beirut.

ABOUT THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION AND
EXHIBITION OF ARTS IN LEBANON (APEAL)

The Association for the Promotion and Exhibition
of the Arts in Lebanon (APEAL) is a non-profit
organization dedicated to showcasing and
encouraging Lebanese artists by projecting their
artwork beyond conventional borders and onto
a larger screen. One of APEAL’s goals is to create
a common platform and magnet for creativity by
presenting eclectic collections gathered from a
universe of gifted visual, literary or performing artists.
APEAL strives to be a point of connection in vital
cultural conversations between civilizations.
Composed of Lebanese and citizens from around
the world, the group envisions launching exchange
programs between artists from the Lebanese scene
and counterparts elsewhere, from universities
and art academies. It is also dedicated to granting
scholarships to promising talent, and contributing to
the formation of trained curators and professionals to
help put them on a par with their peers the world over.
By creating this window, APEAL is helping nurture the
seeds of Lebanon’s artistic potential and preserving
its cultural fabric in a vibrant, forward looking post
conflict society.

For more information, please visit:
http: www.apeal-lb.org

ABOUT ZOUKAK

We created Zoukak in 2006, amidst the turmoil of
several conflicts and a war raging in Lebanon, out
of a professional artistic need, but also a belief in art
practice as a possible means for social involvement
and action. An involvement that we strive to
push beyond discourse through direct theater
interventions within marginalized communities,
focusing on women and gender issues which are
problematic topics on the social and juridical levels
in Lebanon and working extensively with children,
youth and refugees. Working with marginalized
communities across Lebanon for more than nine
years has led Zoukak to develop a specific approach
to drama therapy and psychosocial interventions,
and to practice culture and theatre as a basic
personal and collective necessity.
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